2JO                    Pope Pius XI
Lastly, he made an attack as follows: "For now not
secretly, or covertly, but openly, with all sense of shame
put aside now by word, now by writing, by theatrical
productions of every sort, by romantic fiction, by amorous
and frivolous novels, by cinematographs portraying vivid
scenes, in addresses broadcast by radio, in fact by all the
inventions of modern science, the sanctity of marriage is
trampled under foot and derided- These thoughts are
instilled into men of every class, rich and poor, masters
and workers, married and single, Godly and godless, old
and young, but for these last as easiest prey the worst
snares arc laid."
These arc strong words, but they have been re-echoed
by Catholics throughout the world. The Pope has had the
opportunity, during recent years, to make full use of all
the methods of propaganda referred to in the last passage,
and he has done so to a very considerable extent. He has
had a radio installed in the Vatican Slate from which he,
at frequent intervals, broadcasts messages to different
parts of the world. These messages are as frequently
interrupted by Communist stations, and are never relayed
to Germany. In the film world, the Pope has been equally
active; he has formed organisations in many parts of the
world closely connected with Catholic Action, which try
to influence the production of the right type of film* And
not so long ago a certain English bishop was asked on his
next visit to Rome to bring with him all the English film
newspapers he could possibly obtain, whether decent, or
indecent. When he reached the Italian frontier the Customs
officials chose to open that particular suit-case, and the
bishop felt for a moment rather foolish as picture after